Amnesty for foreigners

The amnesty for aliens who are illegally staying in Poland comes into effect on 1 January 2012. Foreigners who want their stay to be legalized will have to submit applications to the competent voivode. Applications may be submitted during a period of six months. Amnesty will be granted for a period of 2 years.

Who may apply for amnesty?
Amnesty may be applied for by the foreigners who stay in Poland: 
· continuously* at least since 20 December 2007 and whose stay is considered illegal on the date of entry into force of this Act i.e. on 1 January 2012

· Continuously means that any interval in the foreigner's stay in Poland has not exceeded 6 months and the total length of these intervals has not exceeded 10 months during the period considered, unless the interval was due to the exercise of professional duties or work outside the territory of the Republic of Poland (on the basis of an agreement with an employer whose head office is located on the territory of the Republic of Poland), or accompanying a spouse performing his/her professional duties or work in the conditions referred to above, or when it was due to medical treatment.

and foreigners who reside in Poland:
· continuously at least since 1 January 2010, who have been given the final decision refusing refugee status prior to that date, including the expulsion decision and whose stay in Poland is considered illegal on the date of entry into force of this Act;

· for whom the procedure to grant the refugee status, initiated due to a subsequent application, was ongoing on 1 January 2010.


For how long does a foreigner legalise their stay
The stay will be legalized in the form of a residence permit for a fixed period of time, i.e. for 2 years. During that time a foreigner may take up employment under a contract of employment without a permit and legitimise their further stay in Poland. The proceedings involving such cases are dealt with by voivodes and the Head of the Office for Foreigners.

When you have to apply for amnesty
Foreigners should submit applications to legalise their stay in Poland within 6 months from the date of entry into force of the Act, i.e. between 1 January 2012 and 2 July 2012.

NOTE:
Applications will be accepted between 1 January 2012 and 2 July 2012.
Where can you apply for amnesty?

Foreigners’ applications for the legalisation of their stay must be submitted (personally or by mail) to a branch or division for foreigners of the Office of the Voivode competent for the place of their stay.

When a residence permit will be refused to be granted under the amnesty Act
A foreigner will not obtain permit for temporary residence under the amnesty Act if:

· he/she does not meet the requirements for granting the permit;

· his/her personal data have been fed into the Schengen Information System for the purposes of refusing entry and were entered by another state of the Schengen area;

· during the permit granting procedure an application or documents containing false personal data or false information have been submitted;

· during the permit granting procedure he/she forged or reworked a document to be used as genuine, or used such a document as authentic;

· it is required for reasons of defence or national security or the protection of safety and public order or it is in the interest of the Republic of Poland;

· his/her data are on the list of foreigners whose residence in the territory of the Republic of Poland is undesirable and they were entered onto the list under Article 128(1)(6) of the Act of 13 June 2003 on foreigners.


Phone Information on the amnesty
The Office for Foreigners has launched telephone information for foreigners staying in Poland illegally who would like to be informed on the amnesty.
The line (22) 601-75-25 is open on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 8:15 am to 4:15 pm. On Tuesdays and Fridays from 3:30 pm to 8:00 pm. The information is provided in languages: Polish, English, Russian, Vietnamese.

The Małopolski Office of Voivode

Telephone information (12) 422 09 13, (12) 39 21 802

Opening hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday  8.15 -17, Tuesday- Friday 15.30 - 20.
The information is provided in English and Polish.
Non-governmental organizations

Małopolska Provincial Office in Krakow collaborates with non governmental organizations and associations that provide information for foreigners on issues related to amnesty.  
List of NGOs 

Find more about the amnesty.

www.abolicja.gov.pl 
Legal basis: 
The Act of 28 July 2011 legalising the sojourn of certain aliens within the territory of the Republic of Poland and amending the Act on granting protection to aliens within the territory of the Republic of Poland and the Act on aliens.
AMNESTY 2012
KRAKOW 
· Submission of application

· Fingerprinting 

· Collection of decision 

· Collection of permit
- at the offices of the Department of Foreigners’ Affairs at the Office of the Małopolski Voivodeship in Krakow, ul. Przy Rondzie 6 (ground floor, foreigners’ service point): 

· Monday: 800 - 1700; 
· Tuesday - Friday: 800 - 1500. 

For Krakow, information regarding the amnesty can be obtained via:  tel.: 12 422 09 13; 12 39 21 802; 12 39 21 817
e-mail: aspy@malopolska.uw.gov.pl; aurb1@malopolska.uw.gov.pl

TARNÓW

· Submission of application

· Fingerprinting 

· at the Border Guards Office in Tarnów, ul. G. Narutowicza 6 (Tarnów Central Police Station – second floor, room 61), tel 12 662 00 40
· Monday – Friday: 800 - 1500; 
· Telephone numbers to the Border Guards Office in Tarnów: 14 662 00 20,   14 662 00 30;
· Submission of application via a proxy

· Collection of decision

· Collection of permit

-  at the offices of Tarnów Branch of the Office of the Małopolski Voivodeship, Al. Solidarności 5-9, (ground floor, room No. 20).

· Monday: 900 - 1700; 

· Tuesday – Friday: 800 - 1500. 

For Tarnów, information regarding the amnesty can be obtained via: 

 tel.: 14 696 34 11; 14 621 38 06 

e-mail: aplu@malopolska.uw.gov.pl   tgeb@malopolska.uw.gov.pl
NOWY SĄCZ

· Submission of application

· Fingerprinting 

- at the offices of the Carpathian Department of the Border Guards in Nowy Sącz (Nowy Sącz ul. I Pułku Strzelców Podhalańskich 5, building No. 1, ground floor, room 108); tel. 18 415 33 30  
· Monday – Friday 800  - 1500; 
· Telephone numbers to the Carpathian Department of the Border Guards in Nowy Sącz 18 415 33 33, 18 415 32 13, 18 415 32 29 

· Submission of application via a proxy

· Collection of decision

· Collection of permit

- at the offices of Nowy Sącz Branch of the Office of the Małopolski Voivodeship: ul. Jagiellońska 52, (first floor, room No. 111).
· Monday: 900 - 1700; 

· Tuesday – Friday: 800 - 1500. 

For Nowy Sącz, information regarding the amnesty can be obtained via: 18 540 23 41

e- mail: jhoj@malopolska.uw.gov.pl   jwid@malopolska.uw.gov.pl   

Fee per decision: PLN 340

Department of Taxes and Fees at the Krakow City Office
31-549 Kraków, Al. Powstania Warszawskiego 10
Bank PKO S.A. 04 1240 2092 9462 3005 0000 0000

Fee per residency permit: PLN 50
The Office of the Małopolski Voivodeship in Krakow 
Finance and Budget Department 
08 1010 1270 0051 2222 3100 0000 NBP O/O Krakow 

PLEASE NOTE: the payment of the fees and taking of photographs is not possible at the offices of the Border Guards
SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION VIA THE CORRESPONDENCE LOG OR BY POST

Address:  Małopolski Urząd Wojewódzki w Krakowie
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